
Green Purchasing  
  

These guidelines have been developed as  part of Vancouver Community College’s ( VCC) Environmental 
Policy & Procedures  to implement a long - term s trategy that reduces VCC’s impact on the environment . 

  
Departments  are encouraged to follow the Guidelines for Procurement of Environmentally Responsible 
Products and Services.  

Guidelines for Procurement of Environmentally Responsible Products and Services  

Objectives:  

These procurement guidelines are designed to encoura ge Departments  to consider environmentally 
responsible products and services as part of their purchasing decisions. The objectives of these guidelines 
are:  

�x To provide an environ mental role model for VCC  procurement, by making it a priority to use environmentally 
responsible products and services, where feasible and cost effective.  

�x To increase demand for environmentally responsible products and services, which may ultimately enhance 
their quality and cost competitiveness.  

�x To c ontinue to increase VCC’s  conservation of resources through the use of more reusable products, and 
products and services which require less energy and materials to produce or use.  

Principles:  

�x Where feasible and cost effective, VCC will acquire products and services that are environmentally 
responsible. Environmentally responsible products are those that reduce waste, improve energy efficiency, 
limit toxic by -products, contain recycled content or are reusable. Environmentally responsible services are 
those that employ environmental responsibility in their delivery.  

�x The substitution of environmentally sensitive products for more environmentally harmful products will 
increase as their usage becomes more prevalent and as they become mor e cost effective and of comparable 
quality to those products previously purchased.  

Practices:  

�x Where feasible and cost effective and where the products are com patible with individual departments  
requirements, preference should be given to purchase of environmentally sensitive products and services.  

�x As part of pru dent acquisition management, departments  should consider use of environmentally sensitive 
products and services on a trial basis to ensure performance and technical requirements are met, prior to 
making longer term purchasing commitments.  

�x Evaluation criteria specified in the solicitation document should consider the environmental impact over the 
relevant environmental labelling program may be specified in the solicitation document. Specific 
environmental te chnical requirements may also be included in product specifications.  

Below are TIPS  and helpful tools for environmentally responsible purchasing:   

 

 







adhesives – For a complete review  listing BC  Ministry of Environment’s 
website  

Material selection (recycled, 
recyclable, bio -based plastics, 
lighter for shipping).  

 Recycled content: should be post consumer PCR) or post industrial (PIR) 
regrind, (PCR is better than PIR), look for highest percentage recycled 
content.  

 Bio -based plastics (i.e. corn plastic).  

 Choose materials that are readily accepted for recycling in B C (cardboard, 
paper, glass, aluminium , steel, rigid plastics).  

 Lighter products take less energy to ship.  

Product longevity.   Durable – looks like it will last.  

 Manufacturer’s suggested life span.  

 Repairable – if it breaks, can you fix it instead of di sposing of it?  

 Available replacement parts.  

 Standard and extended warrantee.  

Design for end of life.   Readily accepted for recycling in BC.  

 Minimal number of materials (i.e. a tool that is all metal can be recycled – if 
it has a rubber coated handle that you can’t remove, the whole thing has to 



�x Less is greener – it just makes sense that if there’s less packaging, then there’s less to chuck away or 
recycle. Buy bulk to reduce individual packaging.  

�x Take back – wherever possible ask manufacturers or distributors to take back their packaging. Ask for 
blanket wrapping for furniture or appliances, or ask your supplier to take back all the cardboard boxes and 
re use them or recycle them.  

�x Reusable transport packaging -  Distribution Centre Victoria  (DCV) offers a reusable bin delivery program 
to reduce use of packaging in shipping. If you have a supplier who delivers the same type of product on a 
repeating basis, ask them if they can d eliver in reusable bins.  

�x Recyclable packaging – ask for packaging that’s made from a material that can be recycled. Cardboard is 
better than plastic, because it can be endlessly recycled into new cardboard (right here in BC), while plastic 
degrades each t ime it’s recycled (and, we don’t recycle all plastics at a municipal level in BC yet).  

�x Recycled content – again, choose cardboard, or pressed paperboard (like egg cartons) which is made from 
recycled newsprint. If you have to go with plastic, ask for the highest content of recycled material available. 
Both soft (LDPE) and hard plastic (HDPE) are available with recycled content.  

�x There are two types of recycled content:  

o Post consumer recycled content is best because, as its name implies, it’s already been used once – PCR 
(Post Consumer Regrind) is made from the plastics we all put in our blue boxes or take to the depot; and  

o Post industrial recycled content is okay too – PIR (Post Industrial Regrind) is made by recycling end cuts or 
waste product from withi n the plant where the virgin material is made.  

�x Plastics –  most plastic packaging (other than “biodegradable”) is made from LDPE, HDPE or PET:  

o Low Density Polyethylene (LDPE) takes less energy to make, less energy to recycle, and takes up less room 
in the  landfill than High Density Polyethylene – choose LDPE when it’s an option. LDPE includes ‘foamed’ 
polyethylene, like the squishy wrap you find around breakables, or bubble or stretch type wraps – the 
softer, or lower density, the better, environmentally s peaking.  

o High Density Polyethylene (HDPE) is what some plastic bottles and ‘blister packs’ are made of. There are 
some instances where HDPE is required for protection of liquid products, or those that are susceptible to 
crushing in shipping.  

o Polyethylene  terephthalate, or PET, is what most clear bottles for cold drinks are made from. You pay a 
recycling deposit when you buy a plastic drink bottle – be sure to take your bottles back, claim your deposit, 
and ensure they’re recycled.  

o All these plastics are available with recycled content – choose the highest percentage recycled content 
available.  

�x Biodegradable –  if packaging claims to be biodegradable, make sure it’s 100% Certified Compostable. 
Biodegradable packaging should meet ASTM  D6400 (North American standard) or EN13432 (European 
standard) for compostability.  

 
DID YOU KNOW?  

In October 2009, the Canadian Council of Ministers of Environment endorsed the Canada -wide Action Plan 
for Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR), which aim s to have industry- led product stewardship programs 
in place for all forms of packaging and printed materials by 2015. (EPR is a market- based strategy that 
incorporates the environmental costs of products into the product price. For example, there is now a  fee 
embedded in the price of electronics that helps to pay for our Return - It  recycling depots.) Visit the Ministry 
of Environment’s Product Stewardship  page to learn more.  

Waste Reduction  

We pay to dispose of products at the end of their life: there’s a fee to dump them at the landfill, or to 
recycle them. This mo ney pays for managing our waste – for handling it and managing pollution at the 
landfill, and for sorting the materials and getting them to companies that process them for re -cycling.  

But we don’t often think about this when we’re purchasing something beca use the end of the product’s life, 
and the associated cost, might be a long way off.  

There is an exception to this, called Extended Producer Responsibility -  EPR is a market -based strategy that 
incorporates the environmental costs of products into the prod uct price. For example, there is now a fee 



embedded in the price of electronics that helps to pay for our Return - It  recycling depots. To learn more, 
check out the  BC Ministry of Environment’s Product Stewardship program . 

Choosing products that are durable or are repairable will save on disposal costs.  
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